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Web, graphic design team hired

By Brad Bauer, bbauer@mariettatimes.com

Southeastern Ohio Port Authority members approved the hiring of a Web

and graphic design team Monday to help the group reach its mission of
attracting new businesses and professionals to the area.

Port Authority Director Mike Jacoby said the 11-member board
unanimously approved paying $18,143.20 for the creation of a Web site,
brochures, pamphlets and logos.
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The work is to be completed by FireBox Studios and Claire Mullen
Design, both of Marietta.

Jacoby said the marketing work is necessary to help create an identity for
the area. He said the group is leaning toward using “Pioneer Spirit” as a
hook in its message.

“We want to evoke a sense of history, yet look forward,” Jacoby said.
“That’s hard to do graphically. But the pioneers were smart, hardworking
and lived well. The people here today still share in those qualities. We still
enjoy some of the best small town living.”

Jacoby said the Web site will be a comprehensive collection of information
about Marietta and Washington County. Everything from resident life to
building sites will be included.

Andrew Jones, owner of Firebox Studios, said he is looking forward to
getting started on the project. Jones has been designing Web sites since
1996 and specializes in building modular scalable and dynamic Web
solutions for business.

“To send this kind of information out to a company you’d have to send a
100 page novel,” Jones said. “We’re going to have everything online —

and the nice thing about the Web is that you can update it anytime.”

Jones said specific search options, video and images also make the Web a
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more attractive marketing tool than traditional mailings.

Once Claire Mullen Design completes the logos and some other graphics,
Jones said he would be able to complete the Web site.

The port authority, located at 200 Putnam St., Suite 502, was formed in
2002 to conduct economic development activity and other development
pursuits. Earlier this year the port authority board approved a $208,104
budget for this year.

Jacoby’s been on the job since early March.
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